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TONTINE ALLOTMENTS
2023 ALLOCATION POLICY
Relevant legislation:	Small Holdings and Allotment Act 1908, Allotment Act 1922, Allotment Act 1950, Local Government Act 1972, Occupiers’ Liability Act 1957
POLICY:
1. Applicants must be over 18 years of age.

2. In general, a first come, first served policy of allocation applies with the exceptions noted herewith:

3. Preference is given, in the following order, to:
a. Those living in the immediate area: Lawns Ave, Kilburn Road, Sefton Ave, Sandford Road, Sandbrook Road, etc.  Policy introduced in order to reduce parking and traffic issues in Lawns Avenue and because there is no water or toilet facilities onsite.
b. Those living elsewhere within the Up Holland parish boundary, who contribute to the Parish Precept in their council rates.
c. Those living in Orrell, (Wigan Borough) surrounding Sandbrook Road.
d. Those living outside the Parish boundary, other than in the Orrell area.

4. Current Plot Holders retain their plot, even if they move out of the parish area, only as long as the plot is maintained as required by the rental agreement.

5. Enquiries from 3(c) and 3(d) above will not be added to the waiting list, if the list contains more than six applicants.  Policy introduced because a local authority (including a Parish Council) is required to consider providing land for allotments should 6 electors request one.  Up Holland Parish Council will consider further provision if finances permit and land becomes available.

ALLOCATION PROCEDURE:
1. Up Holland Parish Council supplies information regarding vacant plots as they become available, to the person or persons at the top of the waiting list, to allow applicants to visit and inspect the plot, before making a decision to confirm their tenancy.  In making such offers the Council endeavours to take into account applicants’ stated preferences for site and size of plot. 

2. Where, more than one plot becomes available at the same time, the Council contacts the appropriate number of people at the top of the list regarding the vacant plots and these are allocated on a “first come first served basis”. 

3. Applicants at the top of the list are given first refusal for the tenancy/tenancies and four weeks to respond in writing to the offer. If no response is received within this time, their name is removed from the waiting list.  If they do not wish to or cannot take an offered plot, applicants may defer twice and retain their place in the list until another plot becomes available.  If applicants wish to defer a third time, their names will be moved to the bottom of the list.  If the plot is not taken by the person at the top of the list it is offered to the next person on the list. 

4. When an applicant confirms their wish to commence a new tenancy, having identified the vacant plot and clarified that they are eligible, they are required, within ten working days, to sign a tenancy agreement, and to pay appropriate charges and fees before being allowed to start work on the plot. 

5. All allotment plots are let on an as seen basis.  The Parish Council is not able to carry out improvement or clearance works for new tenants, beyond making the plots safe.  The Parish Council may at its discretion carry out appropriate actions to tidy any vacant overgrown plots.  The Parish Council reserves the right to divide or amalgamate plots as they become vacant at its discretion.

6. Each allotment tenancy is leased in the name of one person only, even if more than one person works on the plot.  There is no automatic right of inheritance.  However, the other person can make a representation to the Council, before the tenant vacates the plot, seeking the Council’s agreement to take over the tenancy. The Parish Council considers such representations on a case-by-case basis.  Currently (2023) Plots 1, 4 and 7 are allocated to joint plot holders, in agreement with the Parish Council.  
Up Holland Parish Council/Tontine Allotments/Allocations Policy/2023	2

image1.jpeg




